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committee and action on the floor be-
fore this session ends.

Madam Speaker, without action on
these bills, our forests will continue to
burn. Our constituents will continue to
see their homes and livelihoods de-
stroyed, and rural communities across
the West will continue to suffer.

In the House this year, we hear about
this being a do-nothing Congress and
how it has been the least productive.
The House of Representatives has been
doing its job.

When we have 384-plus bills sitting
over in the Senate languishing, waiting
for action, then it is a misnomer that
action is not going on in this House; in-
deed, it is a do-nothing Senate.

The people of the West in the line of
these fires are suffering and demand
action of their government. When they
are not getting it, they are the victims.

Madam Speaker, before the end of
this year, we need to take serious ac-
tion on the management of our forests
by allowing timber to be cut and proc-
essed in order to achieve forest health.
We have an overload. We have an in-
ventory in our forests.

There is much more that can be sus-
tainable, on the number of trees per
acre, on what is safe and healthy for
the trees as they compete for limited
water supply underground, therefore,
stressing the trees, causing them to be
susceptible and more in danger of in-
sects that weaken and kill the trees; it
is, thereby, a self-perpetuating proph-
esy of forests that are weak and then
burn.

Madam Speaker, my constituents in
Siskiyou County and last night in
Weed, California, have suffered from
this mismanagement—the nonmanage-
ment—the incompetence and even what
some people feel is criminal treatment
they are getting from their Federal
Government because of inactivity.

Madam Speaker, it is high time we
pass these measures and do what we
need to do to make our forests healthy
and safe, as well as help the economy
for those people. Certainly, in Congress
and our government, we use a lot of
wood and paper products. Why should
they not come from California or from
our Western States?

———

REMEMBERING JOAN
D’ALESSANDRO

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. GARRETT) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. GARRETT. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to honor the memory of
Joan D’Alessandro and to recognize her
mother, Rosemarie, for her tireless
dedication to victims’ rights and child
safety.

In 1973, Joan D’Alessandro was sexu-
ally molested and murdered by her
neighbor, Joseph McGowan, after she
simply went to his house to deliver
Girl Scout cookies. Joan’s body was
found 3 days later, on Easter Sunday,
in New York States’ Harriman State
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Park. Joseph McGowan was later con-
victed of first degree murder and sen-
tenced to life in prison.

Joan was 7 years old when she was
murdered. This month, she would have
celebrated her 49th birthday. In the
four decades since her death, her moth-
er, Rosemarie, has used the tragedy of
her daughter’s death as a motivation
to ensure the protection of other chil-
dren.

She has mounted several successful
campaigns to keep her daughter’s kill-
er behind bars, and she has worked
tirelessly to strengthen laws against
child predators.

In the 1990s, Rosemarie launched a
grassroots movement to pass what is
called Joan’s Law. This legislation im-
poses a life without parole sentence on
anyone convicted of molesting and
murdering a child under 14. Governor
Christine Todd Whitman signed the bill
into law in 1997. President Clinton
signed a Federal version of this law in
1998.

Even with these successes, Rosemarie
continues to do even more. Earlier this
year, she unveiled a butterfly sculpture
and garden in Hillsdale, New Jersey.
This sculpture is a tribute to Joan’s
life. It also serves as a reminder to
each and every one of us to be diligent
about keeping our own children safe.

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues
to join me in coming together to re-
member Joan’s birthday; moreover, 1
ask you to join me in thanking Rose-
marie for all she has done to protect
countless other children.

We will never fully understand the
grief that she has suffered all these
years, but we hope that she finds com-
fort in knowing that we are inspired by
her determination to make the world a
safer place.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 58
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

O 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Loving God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

In these waning days of deliberation
before Members leave to focus on the
upcoming election, bless them with
focus on the pressing matters of these
days. May they be filled with wisdom
and a spirit of goodwill and coopera-
tion that good solutions to unfinished
business might be arrived at together.
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Finally, bless our world with peace
and all those seeking an end to vio-
lence.

May all that is done be for Your
greater honor and glory.

Amen.

————
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Virginia (Mr. WOLF) come forward
and lead the House in the Pledge of Al-
legiance.

Mr. WOLF led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———

SEPTEMBER IS NATIONAL RICE
MONTH

(Mr. CRAWFORD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. CRAWFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to highlight one of my favorite
months of the year, initiated in 1991 by
Congress. September is known as Na-
tional Rice Month.

With its healthy attributes, it should
be no surprise that the typical Amer-
ican will consume, on average, 25
pounds of rice this year.

Mr. Speaker, I represent the largest
rice-producing district in all of Amer-
ica, and I also am cochairman of the
Congressional Rice Caucus. I have seen
firsthand for several years the hard
work that producers in the First Dis-
trict of Arkansas put into making a
crop year after year that feeds not only
us here at home, but also feeds count-
less others across the world.

So, as we stop and consider all the
products here at home we have come to
enjoy that include rice, let us also re-
member that our rice producers will
export over 2 million metric tons of
rice to markets all over the world this
year. Our rice producers are feeding us
here at home, Mr. Speaker, and they
are also feeding the world.

———

UKRAINE PRESIDENT’'S UPCOMING
ADDRESS TO JOINT SESSION OF
CONGRESS

(Mr. QUIGLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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